
Understanding Canadian Arts Through CADAC Data:

A Portrait of 76 Francophone 
Theatre Organizations in 
Canada 

Research, Evaluation and Performance Measurement Section



 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thecadac.ca/cms/en/guides.html


 

2 

 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2FArtExpert.ca&data=02%7C01%7CGabriel.Zamfir-Enache%40canadacouncil.ca%7C5284664b3ae948204db508d65eede849%7Cdc22f593f4374ec79e1c33b95d924361%7C1%7C1%7C636800774253201775&sdata=xfgAJPCbV49omhnG5p63XjxIYT9TCLRRyUgOLZJu1pI%3D&reserved=0


 

3 

 

 
Figure 1: Revenue sources in $M, actual and projected (n=76) 
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Figure 2.1: Revenue sources – by size of organization revenue, 2016-17 (n=76) 
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Figure 2.2 - Revenue sources – by organization type, 2016-17 (n=76) 

 

 
Table 1: Revenue sources in $M – actual and ) (n=76) projected

 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

Total Earned Revenue 39.0 37.8 32.1 34.7 30.2 29.9 30.4 33.2 32.5

Total Private Sector Revenue 6.3 6.4 6.9 6.4 7.0 6.4 7.0 7.0 7.7

Total Revenues 77.2 75.7 70.7 72.8 68.8 68.1 70.5 79.2 79.8

Total Public Sector Revenue 31.6 31.3 31.5 31.4 31.3 31.6 32.7 38.6 39.3

Total Canada Council Grants 8.1 8.2 8.3 8.2 8.2 8.4 8.6 12.0 13.7

Total Provincial Arts Funder 

Revenue
15.8 16.0 16.3 16.2 16.1 16.1 16.9 17.8 18.4

Total Municipal Arts Funder 

Revenue
2.0 2.1 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.1 2.3 2.6 2.6
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Figure 3: Sources of earned revenue in $M – actual and projected (n=76) 
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Figure 4: Sources of private sector revenue in $M – actual and projected (n=76)

 
Table 2.1:  Remuneration of artists, cultural workers and production/technical personnel – in $M, actual and projected 
(n=76)  

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Artists' and professional fees 13.1 12.5 12.2 12.0 11.1 11.3 12.2

Artistic salaries - permanent and 

temporary employees
3.9 4.0 4.0 4.1 4.2 4.1 4.2

Production / technical services 

professional fees 
2.8 2.7 2.6 2.8 2.3 2.3 3.0

Production / technical salaries - 

permanent and temporary employees
5.3 4.9 4.7 5.1 4.6 5.3 5.3

Total 25.1 24.1 23.5 23.9 22.2 22.9 24.6

% of Total Artistic Expenses 50.0 % 48.3 % 54.1 % 53.4 % 54.5 % 56.8 % 58.5 %
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Table 2.2: Canadian artists (n=76) 

Table 3: Salaries and professional fees (n=76)  

 

 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

2,177       2,241       2,284       2,086       2,580       2,499       2,715       

94.4 % 95.0 % 94.5 % 95.6 % 96.4 % 96.7 % 96.3 %

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

37.5 37.2 36.7 37.4 35.9 37.1 39.1 42.4 43.5

50.0 % 49.2 % 52.9 % 52.6 % 53.2 % 55.2 % 56.2 % 54.2 % 54.9 %
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Figure 5: Number of positions (n=76) 

 

Figure 6: Full-time equivalent (FTE) staff levels (n=76) 
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Table 4: Total programming and production expenses (n=76) 

 

 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

Total Programming Expenses
22.5 23.5 17.3 18.0 16.2 14.6 15.2 18.2 18.6

% of Total Expenses 30.0 % 31.1 % 25.0 % 25.3 % 24.1 % 21.8 % 21.9 % 23% 23%
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Table 5.1: Local activities, attendance and revenue – FTOAs, n=63 

 

Table 5.2: Local activities, attendance and revenue – FTOYs, n=13 

 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Number of public performances produced by your 

organization and presented in your city / town / 

reserve

2,055         2,041         1,908         1,872         2,074         2,053         2,277         

Attendance 558,820    629,446    429,666    359,874    578,279    594,250    501,124    

Production admissions and box office (in CA$ 

million) 
14.0 11.7 12.5 13.5 12.8 13.6 13.2

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Number of public performances produced by your 

organization and presented in your city / town / 

reserve

662            520            592            308            305            441            528            

Attendance 72,902      60,919      73,081      49,356      56,938      56,911      66,252      

Production admissions and box office (in CA$ 

million) 
0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3
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Table 6.1: National and international activities, attendance and revenue – FTOAs, n=63 

 

Table 6.2: National and international activities, attendance and revenue – FTOYs, n=13 

 

  
  

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Number of public performances 

produced by organizations and 

presented nationally

972          968          1,080       1,159       888          1,111       808          

Attendance 224,043    245,418    166,188    216,630    195,931    280,491    176,367    

Number of public performances 

produced by organizations and 

presented internationally

340          215          459          431          246          289          262          

Attendance 170,443  130,015  188,478  67,072    68,374    87,467    111,929  

Total number of public 

performances
3,367       3,224       3,447       3,462       3,208       3,453       3,347       

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Number of public performances 

produced by organizations and 

presented nationally

644          703          469          640          575          501          535          

Attendance 159,261    163,560    108,297    136,886    113,731    97,045      108,018    

Number of public performances 

produced by organizations and 

presented internationally

132          126          149          149          166          125          211          

Attendance 45,336    41,033    45,665    30,859    35,840    21,388    28,681    

Total number of public 

performances
1,438       1,349       1,210       1,097       1,046       1,067       1,274       
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Figure 7: Location of performances by FTOAs (outer ring) and FTOYs (inner ring) in 2016-17 (n=76) 

 
Table 7: New works (n=76) 

 

41%

42%

17%

68%

24%

8%

Local National International

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Number of new works presented or 

exhibited which were created by or 

commissioned from Canadian 

artists 

87            107          116          98            98            110          136          

Number of new works specifically 

for children up to 14 years of age 

presented or exhibited which were 

created by or commissioned from 

Canadian artists

19            17            13            17            16            12            12            

Number of new works specifically 

for youth 15-24 years of age 

presented or exhibited which were 

created by or commissioned from 

Canadian artists

15            29            38            37            24            29            29            

Total Number of New Works
121          153          167          152          138          151          177          
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Table 8: Arts education/learning activities (n=75) 

 

Table 9: Activities for adults or all ages, and public participation (n=76) 

 

                                                 
3
 The statistical data, unlike the financial data, were not checked by an external source, which may explain considerable year-to-year 

variation. 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Total Number of Arts Education and 

Arts Learning Activities
3,031       3,233       3,143       2,727       2,329       2,809       3,224       

Attendance 115,144  170,576  152,551  173,778  130,532  111,208  142,396  

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Number of activities that add value 

to artistic programming
879          1,132       1,021       742          600          744          924          

Participants 36,594    68,726    49,188    38,368    40,807    33,463    61,232    

Number of training workshops 547          483          671          758          818          1,023       866          

Participants 10,729    7,549       13,312    11,723    15,700    16,360    18,201    

Total Number of Community Arts 

Projects
39            15            14            20            16            16            17            

Attendance and Participants 4,688       3,964       1,849       3,439       3,970       4,116       6,118       
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Table 10: Activities for children and youth, and public participation (n=74) 

 

 
Table 11: Teachers and training programs (n=76) 

 

Table 12: Activities for arts professionals (n=76) 

 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Percentage of total activities for 

children 33.3 % 27.3 % 23.0 % 10.0 % 20.8 % 23.8 % 25.4 %

Percentage of total activities for 

youth
4.1 % 6.8 % 8.5 % 36.0 % 10.5 % 5.4 % 6.9 %

Attendance and Participants 86,019    77,520    110,141  110,538  93,607    60,324    67,035    

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Number of workshops for teachers 2               2               11            12            14            16            22            

Participants 28            30            100          110          138          312          610          

Number of study guides, curriculum 

and curriculum-related material 38            40            37            36            35            36            43            

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Number of professional training 

programs
7                 6                 5                 5                 4                 4                 10              

Participants 29              29              35              43              38              46              121            

Number of professional development 

activities
105            108            99              105            77              81              77              

Participants 353            391            654            764            513            312            485            

Number of artists-in-residence 

projects 
28              28              39              66              89              83              114            

Participants including public -             285            4,537         3,658         2,765         703            669            

Number of conferences organized 

and presented by organizations
26              38              41              48              78              56              47              

Total participants 382            420            689            807            551            358            606            
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Figure 8: Arts education and professional activities offered to: (n=76) 

 

Figure 9: Number of volunteers with estimated average number of volunteer hours worked per organization (n=76) 
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Figure 10: ROMI – each dollar spent in marketing/communication generates X dollars in total earned revenue, by 
organization type (n=76) 
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Figure 11: ROMI – each dollar spent in marketing/communications generates X dollars in total earned revenue, by size 
of organization revenue (n=76) 

 

 
Figure 12: ROFI – $1 generates $x of private sector revenue for FTOAs and FTOYs 
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Figure 13: ROFI – $1 generates $x, by size of organization revenue (n=76) 
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Table 13: Artistic and administrative expenses (n=76) 

 

 

Table 14: Revenue earned and spent per participant (n=76) 

Figure 14: Accumulated surplus (n=76) 

 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Total Artistic Expenses 66.9 % 66.1 % 62.5 % 63.0 % 60.4 % 59.9 % 60.5 %

Total Facility Operating Expenses 8.5 % 8.8 % 9.9 % 10.1 % 10.5 % 10.9 % 10.9 %

Total Administration Expenses 11.6 % 11.7 % 12.9 % 12.7 % 13.7 % 13.8 % 13.5 %

Total Marketing and 

Communications Expenses
11.0 % 11.6 % 12.6 % 12.3 % 13.5 % 13.2 % 13.0 %

Total Fundraising Expenses 2.0 % 1.9 % 2.2 % 2.0 % 1.8 % 2.2 % 2.1 %

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Earned Revenue / Attendee 27.40 $ 25.38 $ 24.23 $ 30.97 $ 22.81 $ 20.72 $ 23.17 $

Expense / Attendee 52.62 $ 50.81 $ 52.46 $ 63.37 $ 50.91 $ 46.57 $ 52.97 $
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Figure 15.1: Working capital ratio, by audience type (n=76) 

 

 

Figure 16: Working capital ratio, by size of organization revenue (n=76)
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Table 15: Financial ratios (n=76) 

 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

Revenue Growth -1.9% -6.6% 2.9% -5.4% -1.0% 3.4%

Operating Margin 2.9% 0.0% 1.8% 2.3% 2.0% 1.4% 1.3%

Surplus to Total Assets 2.2% 0.0% 1.2% 1.7% 1.5% 1.0% 1.0%

Debt to Assets 86.2% 87.1% 87.4% 86.4% 85.7% 85.2% 84.9%
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Legal Name City Province 

Association Franco Albertaine de LUniThéâtre Edmonton Alberta 

Bluff Productions inc. Laval Quebec 

Centaur Foundation for the Performing Arts Montréal Quebec 

Centre du Théâtre d'Aujourd'hui Montréal Quebec 

Collectif Nous sommes ici Québec Quebec 

DynamO Théâtre Montréal Quebec 

Espace Go Inc. Montréal Quebec 

Geordie Productions Inc. Montréal Quebec 

Imago Theatre Inc. Montreal Quebec 

Infrarouge Théâtre Montréal Quebec 

Jamais Lu Montréal Quebec 

Joe Jack & John Montréal Quebec 

La Compagnie Jean Duceppe Montréal Quebec 

La coopérative de théâtre lEscaouette ltée Moncton New Brunswick 

La Fondation du Théâtre du Nouveau Monde Montréal Quebec 

La Rubrique Inc. Jonquière Quebec 

L'ACTIVITÉ Montréal Quebec 

L'Arrière Scène, centre dramatique pour l'enfance et la jeunesse en 
Montérégie 

Beloeil Quebec 

Le Carrousel, compagnie de théâtre Montréal Quebec 

Le Cercle Molière Winnipeg Manitoba 

Le Groupe de la Veillée Montréal Quebec 

Le Petit Théâtre de Sherbrooke Inc. Sherbrooke Quebec 

Le Projet Ex Machina Québec Quebec 

Le Theatre BTW Inc. Montreal Quebec 

Le Théâtre de l'Opsis inc. Montréal Quebec 

Le Théâtre des Confettis inc. Québec Quebec 

Le Théâtre du Nouvel-Ontario Inc. Sudbury Ontario 

Le Théâtre du Trident Québec Quebec 

Le Théâtre français de Toronto Toronto Ontario 

LE THÉÂTRE UBU INC. Montréal Quebec 

Les Deux Mondes, cie de théâtre Montréal Quebec 

Les Nuages en pantalon Québec Quebec 
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Les Productions de l'Étoile inc. Caraquet New Brunswick 

Les Productions Ondinnok inc. Montréal Quebec 

Les Sages Fous Trois-Rivières Quebec 

LIllusion, Théâtre de marionnettes Montréal Quebec 

Nouveau Théâtre Expérimental Montréal Quebec 

Omnibus, le corps du théâtre Montréal Quebec 

Orange Noyée Montréal Quebec 

PLA'C'ART Québec Quebec 

Playwrights Workshop Montréal Montreal Quebec 

Productions À tour de rôle Carleton-sur-mer Quebec 

Productions Hôtel-Motel Montréal Quebec 

Productions pour Enfants de Québec Québec Quebec 

Projet MÛ Montréal Quebec 

Sibyllines Montréal Quebec 

STO Union Theatre Co. Inc. Wakefield Quebec 

Teesri Duniya Theatre Montreal Quebec 

The Other Theatre/LAutre Théâtre Montreal Quebec 

Théâtre Blanc Québec Quebec 

Théâtre de la Bordée Québec Quebec 

Théâtre de La Manufacture Montréal Quebec 

Théâtre de la Petite Marée Bonaventure Quebec 

Théâtre de la Pire Espèce Montréal Quebec 

Théâtre de la Vieille 17 Ottawa Ontario 

Théâtre de l'Avant-Pays Montréal Quebec 

Théâtre de l'Oeil Inc. Montréal Quebec 

Théâtre de QuatSous inc. Montréal Quebec 

THÉÂTRE DENISE-PELLETIER Montréal Quebec 

Théâtre des Fonds de Tiroirs Montréal Quebec 

Théâtre du Double signe Sherbrooke Quebec 

Théâtre du Tandem Rouyn-Noranda Quebec 

Théâtre du Trillium Inc. Ottawa Ontario 

Théâtre Incliné Laval Quebec 

Théâtre la Catapulte Ottawa Ontario 

Théâtre la Seizième Vancouver British Columbia 

Théâtre Le Clou Montréal Quebec 

Théâtre les gens d'en bas Rimouski Quebec 

Théâtre Magasin Montréal Quebec 

Theatre Motus Longueuil Quebec 

Théâtre Niveau Parking Québec Quebec 

Théâtre Petit à Petit Montréal Quebec 

Théâtre Pupulus Mordicus Québec Quebec 
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Théâtre Sortie de Secours Québec Quebec 

Théâtre Urbi et Orbi Montréal Quebec 

Théâtre Youtheatre Inc. Montréal Quebec 

Trois Tristes Tigres inc. Montréal Quebec 

Troupe du Jour inc. Saskatoon Saskatchewan 

Ubus Théâtre Sacré-Coeur Quebec 
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