[image: ]
2027 Venice Architecture Biennale 
Call for expression of interest
Guidelines and application form
[bookmark: _Hlk45718885]The Canada Council for the Arts invites exhibition proposals for Canada’s official representation at the 20th International Architecture Exhibition – La Biennale di Venezia, from May to November 2027. The exhibition will take place at the Canada Pavilion, in the Giardini della Biennale.
The Canada Council is looking for proposals with bold ideas that inspire, challenge and respond to current realities through the lens of contemporary Canadian architecture. Each proposal must include, in addition to an on-site exhibition, a digital artistic element with functionality that is accessible and discoverable to a wide audience. Examples include but are not limited to livestreamed works and events, downloadable works, virtual performances, digital exhibition and curatorial works, interactive artistic experiences and more.
The call is open to cross-disciplinary teams from incorporated Canadian organizations, institutions or registered businesses. The team must include architects and curators who will lead and manage the project. The team may also include contributors and collaborators such as artists, writers and designers. 
The selected team will be responsible for all aspects of the exhibition, from conception and design to production, and will be expected to work closely with the Canada Council throughout the development and delivery phases of the project.    
The Canada Council, as Commissioner, oversees Canada’s official participation, advises the selected team and contributes $500,000 towards the exhibition production. 
The application process has two stages: 
Stage 1	Proposal submitted through this call for expression of interest
Stage 2	Shortlisted candidates from the call will receive a $5,000 fee to fully develop their Stage 2 application and to participate in an interview with the selection committee.
Deadline 
Proposals (stage 1) must be submitted by email to venicebiennale@canadacouncil.ca by January 15, 2026. Incomplete or late proposals will not be assessed. 
Application limits – You can submit 1 application under the call for expression of interest.
You cannot apply for activities that are on the general list of ineligible activities.
Applicants – Who can apply?
Applicants must be incorporated Canadian organizations, institutions or registered businesses. These include but are not limited to architectural firms, organizations and associations, schools of architecture, artist-run-centres, galleries and museums. The organization, institution or business must be at least 75% Canadian-owned and have its head office and executive located in Canada.
Assessment – How are decisions made?  
A selection committee composed of experienced professionals selected for their expertise will assess the eligible proposals. The selection committee is comprised of the following members:

· Betsy Williamson, architect, principal, Williamson Williamson (Toronto, Ontario)
· Sergio Morales, architect, founding partner, Chevalier Morales (Montreal, Quebec)
· Naomi Potter, director/curator, Esker Foundation (Calgary, Alberta)
· David Fortin, architect, principal, David T Fortin Architect | professor, University of Waterloo School of Architecture (Cambridge, Ontario)

Proposals will be evaluated based on the following weighted criteria:
[bookmark: _Hlk63411910]Impact (60%) 
The architectural interest and potential of the proposed exhibition to capture the attention of a wide range of visitors and generate a stimulating conversation about contemporary architecture, in Canada and abroad. 
Feasibility (40%) 
The team’s demonstrated capacity and experience to undertake the proposed exhibition. 

Key dates
The selection process occurs before the Biennale’s announcement of their lead curator and central theme for 2027. This is to allow a reasonable lead-up time for the selected team to undertake the project. Once the central theme has been announced, the selected team may adapt their exhibition accordingly. 
January 15, 2026	Deadline for submission of expressions of interest
February 2026	Shortlisted candidates notified and invited to develop a detailed proposal, budget and presentation 
April 2026	Deadline for detailed proposal and budget 
May 2026	Shortlisted candidates undergo presentation interviews with selection committee 
May 2026	Announcement of the selected team and proposal
Venice Biennale
The Venice Biennale is, and has been, one of the most important cultural institutions in the world for over 120 years. The International Architecture Exhibition consists of a central exhibition with over 100 international participants, 60 national pavilions and collateral events throughout the city. It is a prestigious exhibition and international platform that engages critical conversations about contemporary architecture that attracts 300,000 visitors annually—among them architects, artists, designers, critics, politicians, students and cultural leaders from around the world.


	
Canada Pavilion
The exhibition will take place at the Canada Pavilion, which is owned by the National Gallery of Canada. Originally designed in 1956 by Enrico Peressutti of the renowned Milanese architectural studio BBPR (Banfi, Belgiojoso, Peressutti, Rogers), it was completely restored in 2018 by architect Alberico Barbiano di Belgiojoso, heir to the BBPR studio, working in close collaboration with Venice-based architect Troels Bruun of M+B Studio. The surrounding landscape has been revitalized by la Biennale di Venezia in collaboration with acclaimed Canadian landscape architect Cornelia Hahn Oberlander and Bryce Gauthier of Enns Gauthier Landscape Architects.
The Pavilion’s architecture may not be significantly altered or concealed in any way. Any changes to the Pavilion must be reversible at the end of the exhibition. Permission to use the grounds surrounding the Pavilion is subject to approval by the appropriate Italian authorities (Municipality, Soprintendenza and/or Biennale).
The Pavilion is shaped like a faceted half-doughnut or nautilus shell with a small, glazed interior courtyard. There is a sizable tree growing in the middle of the pavilion and another in the courtyard. This unique space needs to be taken into consideration from the onset because it usually requires creativity and custom-built solutions to display works. 
Interior walls are mainly plastered masonry and glazing. No holes may be made in the floor or ceiling. The exposed ceiling joists offer the option of inserting custom-built elements for suspending works and exhibition structures.
The expansive amount of glazing on the inner wall can present challenges for the incorporation of projections. An exterior blackout shade system is available to block light from the glazing. This system will be visible from the exterior so will affect the appearance of the building. An alternative is to build temporary walls to section off a portion of the space.
For images and architectural drawings of Canada Pavilion, visit: https://canadacouncil.ca/initiatives/venice-biennale
Past exhibitions 
2025	Picoplanktonics
	Curator | Exhibitor: Living Room Collective

2023    Not for Sale! 
Curator: Architects Against Housing Alienation 
  
2021    Impostor Cities 
Curator: David Theodore, Presenter: T B A / Thomas Balaban Architect 
  
2018    UNCEDED 
Curators: Gerald McMaster, David Fortin, Presenter: Douglas Cardinal Architect 
  
2016    Extraction  
Curator: OPSYS │ Pierre Bélanger 
  


2014    Arctic Adaptations: Nunavut at 15 
Curator: Lateral Office │ Lola Sheppard, Mason White, Matthew Spremulli 
  
2012    Migrating Landscape 
Curators: 5468796 Architecture + Jae Sung Chon 
  
2010    Hylozoic Ground 
Exhibitor: Philip Beesley Architect Inc. 
  
2008    41° to 66°: Architecture in Canada – Region, Culture, Tectonics 
Curators: John McMinn, Marco Polo, Presenter: Cambridge Galleries 
  
2006    SweaterLodge 
Curators: Chris Macdonald, Greg Bellerby, Presenter: Emily Carr Institute of Art and Design
Exhibitor: Pechet and Robb Studio 
  
2004    Found Object 
Curator: Georges Adamczyk, Exhibitor: Saucier & Perrotte Architectes 
  
2002    Next Memory City  
Curators: Michael Awad, John Knechtal, Presenters: InterAccess Electronic Media Arts 		Centre and Alphabet City, Exhibitors: Michael Awad, Eve Egoyan, David Rokeby 
  
2000    Un dictionnaire...	 
Curator: Phyllis Lambert, Presenter: Canadian Centre for Architecture,  
Exhibitor: Melvin Charney

1996    	Reciprocity, Patkau +16
Curator: Larry Richards, Presenter: Canadian Centre for Architecture, Exhibitor: Patkau Architects (John Patkau, Patricia Patkau, Michael Cunningham), Jean-Pierre Chupin, Lea Zeppetelli, Pierre Boudon, Annette Dudek, Timothy E.G. McDonald, James Meunier, Donald Weikert, Arriz Hassam, John Tong, Kevin R. Sugden, Ewan Branda, Kati Rubinyi, Chris Ludwig, Annie Lebel, Geneviève L’Heureux, Stéphane Pratt, Yves Sheriff, Richard Wesley-James, Nelson Ross, Michael Wabb, Doris Wackerle, Marc Boutin, Bruce Carscadden, Derek Gregory, Ian Panabeker, Liz Rosch, François Gagné, Marie-Michèlle Cron, Alan Lewis, Richard Hinzel, Thierry Beaudoin, Roberto De Marco, Pierre Gendron, Philippe Paré, Francis Novak, John E. Archondakis, Bernard Jin, Marc Sterling, Ellen Bentley, Robert Murdoch, Gordon Filewych, Cam Hodgan Christiansen, Andreas Kaminski, Eric Lee, Ladislav Konopa, Thomas Bessai, Maria Denegri, J. Bruce Haden, Timothy McLaughlin  

1991    	Canadian Centre for Architecture: Building and Gardens
Curator: Larry Richards, Presenter: Canadian Centre for Architecture, Exhibitor: Melvin Charney, Peter Rose

For more information:
[bookmark: _Hlk83113543]If you have any questions or need advice, write to us at venicebiennale@canadacouncil.ca before submitting your proposal.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]2027 Venice Architecture Biennale 
Call for expression of interest
Identification form
Send your completed form, required documents and support material as a single email by January 15, 2026 to venicebiennale@canadacouncil.ca. Applications are limited to a single PDF document, 8 ½ by 11-inch format, with a maximum of 5 MB. Incomplete applications will not be assessed. 

The information that you provide on this identification form will not be submitted to the selection committee.
Identification of the applicant
Name of the applicant organization, institution or business
(registered name)
Complete mailing address 
Telephone	
Email	Website
[bookmark: _Hlk54085308]Name of the person responsible for the submission
Title
Telephone	Email
I prefer to communicate with the Canada Council in:	☐  English 	☐  French 
Declaration 
As a representative of the organization, institution or business, I confirm that:
I have carefully read the eligibility criteria for the 2027 call for expressions of interest and confirm that the organization I represent meets the eligibility criteria. 
[bookmark: _Hlk43453465]I understand that all Council decisions are final. I agree to abide by the Canada Council’s decision.
As a representative of the organization, I will keep the other participants informed of the contents and outcome of this competition. 
I am aware that the Canada Council is subject to the Access to Information Act and Privacy Act.
I am authorized to sign this application on behalf of our organization.
☐  I confirm that:
I agree with the statements above.
The statements in my application are complete and accurate, to the best of my knowledge.
Name	Date
Personal information collected on this form will be stored in the Personal Information Bank for the appropriate program 
CC ART 202. Protected when completed. 

2027 Venice Architecture Biennale
Call for expression of interest
Application form
The information that you provide from this point onward will be submitted to the selection committee.
Applicant
Name of the applicant organization
Provide your organization’s mandate and a brief organizational history, including any related international projects. (500 words)
	[bookmark: _Hlk63437747]









[bookmark: _Hlk63438003]Team 
Name of the team (if applicable)
Description of the team (100 words)
	









Names of the team members and their backgrounds, including related experience. (500 words) 
	









Name of the project lead
Provide the project lead’s background and project management experience. (100 words)
	








Name of the curator
Provide the curator’s background and relevant experience. (100 words)
	







Tell us why your team is interested in this opportunity. (250 words)
	









Proposal
 Working title
Describe the concept of your proposed exhibition and how it will be presented. (500 words)
	










Describe your proposed digital artistic element and how it will be discoverable to a wide audience. (250 words)
	







If your proposed exhibition touches upon Indigenous traditional knowledge, linguistic or cultural intellectual property, please describe your relationship to this content and how appropriate protocols are being or will be observed or addressed. (100 words)
	







Describe what visitors will experience from your proposed exhibition. (100 words)
	







Contributors and collaborators  
List the names of key contributors and collaborators to the project and provide short biographies for each one. This includes but is not limited to architecture firms, visual arts organizations, schools of architecture, architects, artists, critics, curators, writers, researchers and designers.    
	










Support materials
Provide curriculum vitae with relevant experience for each team member, the project lead and the curator. 
Provide images and descriptions of five of your previous projects and/or exhibitions completed in the past 10 years.  
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